BOARC OF TRUSTEES
ROOTSTOWN TOWNSHIP, PORTAGE COUNTY, OHIO

Resolution No. 2002-207
ARESOLUTION

‘Regulating and controlling certain dogs with'n the unincorporated areas of the toanship.”

The Board of Trustees of Rootstown Township, Portage County, O%o met at a regular session, on
September 24, 2202 2t the Town Hall, with the following members present:

David Amentrout
Diane Dillon
Bonnie Hows

David Armentrout moved the adopticn of the foliowing resolution:

Whereas, R.C. 955.221(A) provides that a board of lownship trustees may control dogs, except the use of
any dog that i¢ lawfuliy engaged in hunting cr training for the purpose of hunting while accempanied by a licensed
hunter and actually in the field and engaged in hunting or in legitmate training for such purpose, where the county
has not taken such action.

Whersas, the board of Portage County commissloners has not edopted resolutions to control dogs within
the unincorporated areas of the county.

NOW. THEREFORE, be it rasalved by the Ecard of Trusteas of Rootsiown Township, Portage County,
Ohio, that:

A Resalved, that:

1 No person being the owner cf or having charge of any dog, whether Icensed or unlicensed, shall
permit it to run at large upon any public place, unenclosed lands, or lands of arother. The owner or keeper of every
dog shall at all times keep such dag eiher confined upon the lznds of the owner or keeper, or properly in leash.
This Section doss rot 2pply to any dog that is lawfully engaged In hunting, or training for the curpose of hunting,
while accompanied by a licensed hunter and actually in the field and engaged In hunting or such training.

2 The running at large of any ?‘m’in or upn any of the places mentioned in Section A 1 is prima-
facie evicence thatitis running at large in violation of this Resoluticn.

3. The Fortage County Sheriff and deputies or the Portage County dog warden ard deputies may
Impound any dog found in vio'ation of Section A.1 and retain and dispose of such dog purswani to law

4 No perscn shall keep any dog in the Township so as to create naxious or oFensive odors, or
unsanitary condiions that ars, of which could become, a menace to the health, safety, or weifae of the public.

5. No person shall keep any dog within the Township that, by frequent anc habitual barking, howling,

or yelping, creates unreasonably loud and cisturbing noises of such a character, Intensity, and duration as to disturb
the peacs, quist and geod order of the surrounding community; and be it further
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Dangergus Ocqs
3. Resolved, that:

1 No person owning, keeping, ar having the care o custody of a dangerous dog shall suffer cr permit
such dog to go unconfined on the lands of such person. A dargerous deg is "unconfined" as the term is used in this
Section, if such dog ic not acouraly esnfined ur canfired In a securely enclosed anc locked pen of a dog run argg
upon the lands of such person. Such pen or dog run area shall also have sides of at least six (6) feet in height and
asecure top. The structure shall have a foundation of either concrate or asphalt.

2. No person owning, keeping, or having the care of a dangerous dog shall suffer o pemit such dog
o go beyond the lands of such persor: unless the dog is securely muzzed and restrained with a chain having a
mirlmum tensile strength of 300 Founds ard not exceeding three (3) feet in length.

3 No person shall own or keep any dog for the purpose of dog fighting, or train, torment, Eadger, bait
or use any dog for the purpese of causing ot encouraging such deg to unprovoked attacks upon human beings or
domestic animals,

4. No person saal possess with intent to sell or offer for sale, breed, or buy or a%empt to buy within
the Township any dangerous dog.

8. Any person owning, keeping, of having the care of any dangerous dog shall maintain a oalicy of
insurance in &n amount not less than one Fundred thousand ($100,000) insuring such person against any claim,
ioss, damags, of Injury to persons, domestc animals, ar property resuiting from the facts of a dangerous dog. Such
person shall produce evicence of tha insurance upon the request of the board cf township trustees,

6. If the board of Township trustees has probakie cause to believe that a dangerous dog is being kept
or cared for in vio'ation of Sections B1, B2, B.3, B4, or 3.5, the board may petition a cout of competent
furisdiction to onder the seizure and impoundment of the dangerous dog pending trial.

7. As usad in this Section, "dangereus dog® means:

a. Any dog with a known properisity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause
injury, cr to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals;

b Any deg that attacks a human being or domestic anima without provecation;

c. Any dog ownec or kept primarily or in part for tre parcse of dog fighting or any dog
trained for deg fighting;

d. No dog shall be deemed dangerous if it bites or menzces a trespasser on the property of
its owner, if the owrer has taken reasonable steps to pro‘ect the gensral public or lawful
entrants on the property from attacks by the animal; nor shall any dog be deemed
dangerous if it harms or menaces anyore who has tormented or abused it; and oe it
further

Penalty

C Resolved, that, pursuant tc Ohio R.C. 855.221(C) and Ohio R.C. 855.89(1), and in addition to any
other remedy availatle under law or equity, whoever violates any provision of this resolution is gullty of a mincr
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misdemeanor. Each day of carlinued violation is a separate cffense. Al fines levied ard collected under this
resolution shall be distributed according to law to the treasury of the Townskip, and be it further

D. Resolved, thatif any provisior in this resolution s in conflict with any section of Oh'o R.C. Chapter
955 or any regulation of the Portage County dog warden adopted pursuant to Chio R.C. Chapter 955, such section
o regulation s to govern over the conflicting provision of this resoiution.

E. Resolved, that the Townshig clerk is directed to:

4 Maintain a complete copy of this resolution 01 e in the Townshia offica, for inspection by
the public;

2. Keep copies of this resolution availab.e for distribution to the public at cost;

3 Certify a copy of this resoluticn to the Pcrtage Courty Law Library, to be kept on file there;
and

4. Post notice of adoption of this resalution in five (5) conspicucus places in the Tewnship for
at least 30 days, and aiso cause such notice to be published in the Record Courier once,
for three (3) consecutive weeks. The notics shall clearly identify the resolution and slate
its purpese, and state that complete copies of the resolution are on file with the Township
Clerk and the Portage County Law Library for inspection by the publc, and that the
Township.

Clerk has copies available for distribution to the public at cos’; anc be it further

[ Resclved, that this resolution is to become effactive and applied throughout the unincorperated
area of the Township on the 31% day following the day the notice cescrited In Saction F4 is first posted in the
Townaship.

Diane Dillon seconded the motion, and the roll was called on the question of its adoptior. The vote was as

follows:
David Amentrout yes
Diane Dilion yes
Bonnie Howe yes

Adopted

State of Ohio, Portage County

1, the undersigned clerk of the Township, certify that the foregoing Reso'ution No. Mﬁz is taken and
copied from the record of procesdings of the Township, and that it has been compared by me with the resolution on
the record and is a true copy.

Date /{ )/&{) -
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